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WESTFIELD -- Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced                today that the House Appropriations Committee has included $4 million                in its Fiscal Year (FY) 1999 Transportation Appropriations bill                for an intermodal transportation center in Westfield.&nbsp; The                bill was passed by the Committee last week.              

"This is a significant boost to the development of downtown Westfield,"                said Olver.              

"An intermodal center complements all of the other economic development                that's going into downtown."              

The FY '99 Transportation Appropriations bill is scheduled for                House floor consideration prior to Congress' August recess.              

"Intermodal centers have been a centerpiece of the Transportation                Subcommittee's focus on city revitalization.&nbsp; I'm a strong                supporter of the approach," Olver said.              

The House version will be reconciled with a Senate Transportation                Appropriations bill in the fall.&nbsp; All projects must appear                in the final reconciled legislation in order to be signed into law                by the President.&nbsp; Olver will advocate for the amount included                in the House bill to be included in the final version of the legislation.              

Fiscal Year 1999 begins October 1, 1998.              

Congressman Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and                its Subcommittee on Transportation, which has jurisdiction over                the Transportation Appropriations bill.             
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